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H.R. 2989, the Latin America Military Training Review Act of 2013, renews the 
legislative efforts against funding the U.S. military training institute--the Western 
Hemispheric Institute for Security Cooperation--formerly known as the School of the 
Americas. Read the new name carefully, and you will see it continues as a training 
school for Latin American soldiers and security personnel, run by the U.S. Army in Fort 
Benning, Georgia. This bill would suspend its operation. The bill also mandates an 
investigation into the connection between U.S. training and human rights abuses.

The annual vigil to close the SOA will be November 22-24 at Fort Benning. Thousands will join in prayer 
and non-violent action at the gates of the fort.

Please consider taking less than three minutes to put your name on an action alert. Use SOA Watch 
website at www.soaw.org . The left column has a photo of the White House--click the picture to send a 
message to your Representative. 

Better, call the Capitol Switchboard TOLL FREE at 866-338-1015 and ask to be connected to your 
Representative (if you're unsure who your Representative is, the Capitol switchboard will let you know 
based on your ZIP code). Talk to the office of your Representative and ask that they become a co-
sponsor of the Latin America Military Training Review Act (H.R. 2989).

You may sign up for SOA Watch email updates (in English or Spanish) at www.soaw.org using the Home 
page left column “Suscribe.”     

‘People ask me, “How do you cope?” Especially since most of my time in prison in recent years has 
been for protesting torture. If I start to feel sorry for myself, I think of the suffering experienced in the 
horrific situations around the world. How can I really complain?’     [Louie Vitale, O.F.M.]
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