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Advent Angels A voice of one crying out in the desert, 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths...

2nd Sunday of Advent

Marty Wolf O.F.M. (OLG) wasn't shy by any means-- 
he was "a--make no mistake about it"--proponent of issues 
regarding the preservation of our environment and an 
articulate and passionate spokesperson for justice and peace, 
especially in the area of immigration and human rights. He 
could be in your face with what he felt and thought about 
issues that he knew affected all of us--but he was in your face 
always with the purpose of being close enough to look deeply 

into the person he was talking to and allowing himself to be available and vulnerable to the ones with whom he 
would share himself. Marty spoke and lived passionately what he believed--he was prophetic--but prophetic in the 
true biblical sense--he spoke to you strongly loving you whether he opposed you or agreed with you. When Marty 
was diagnosed as HIV Positive and later with full blown AIDS he continued to speak and live prophetically but with 
the added dimension of "blessed dependence." Even a prophet, Marty learned and lived, was someone who 
needed mercy and compassion and needed to acknowledge his sins, and ask for forgiveness while preaching 
repentance.

Richard Purcell O.F.M. (SB) died in 2011 of Lou Gehrig’s disease. He spent his last years in San Francisco 
where he ran a homeless shelter in the Mission District for men with AIDS. Richard was widely admired for his 
humor and spiritual insights, and he garnered much of his spirituality from his decades of work with Native 
Americans in Arizona.

“I love change. The adventure, the unpredictability, the risk-taking it 
involves is exciting…and life giving. I couldn’t live (nor die) without it. That’s why the 
changes I’ve been experiencing since receiving a diagnosis of A.L.S. last October 
have me excited.... “The way I look at it is that all living things carry challenges 
around with them. These can become curses or else blessings depending on how 
they are viewed. An attitude of gratitude is the secret ingredient. As an often seen 
bumper sticker reminds us, 'Shit Happens.' But if turned under properly, watered 
well and kept warm, wonderful new life can spring up to bless all concerned. Now that’s CHANGE! And it’s what is 
going to happen in this case with me... “I’m glad I don’t believe in 'death.' I see it rather simply as CHANGE…into a 
deeper way of living. What a kick, huh?”
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Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way before you.   3rd Sunday of Advent
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