
An Open Letter to President Obama and to All Members of Congress

We urge you to create a humane and just immigration process that provides a clear roadmap to citizenship
for the 11 million aspiring citizens and dignifies the individual and our nation by ensuring access to
affordable health care and needed nutrition assistance. We believe that reform of our immigration system
is a moral and economic imperative.  This is true for the millions of aspiring citizens caught in the morass
of a broken system; for those of us whose family, friends, neighbors, schools, congregations and
communities include these individuals; and for achieving a stronger, more prosperous nation.

It is well established that immigrants help fuel the U.S. economy with their hard work and
entrepreneurship. They contribute to the national treasury and are needed to shore up Social Security
and Medicare. Our population is aging and our labor force increasingly depends upon immigrants and
their children.

A new immigration system with a roadmap to citizenship will bring aspiring citizens out of the shadows so
that they and their families may fully and equally participate in the life of our nation.  Doing so not only
will help immigrants but will profoundly benefit the community at large. It will enable economic growth
and ground our national policy in the values we cherish. This is our opportunity to live up to our nation’s
promise of the unalienable rights of “Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

To acknowledge the inherent value and dignity of all human beings and to invest in our future, we must
commit to ensuring their health and wellbeing.  We ask our leaders to pass a national immigration law
grounded in our most cherished principles.  Such a policy will provide equal responsibility, and an equal
opportunity to meet that responsibility, to all individuals living in the U.S.

Immigration reform that reflects America’s values and priorities will provide equality and dignity and
will:

 Help lift families out of poverty and promote economic security for all low-income families. This
investment in human capital will make for a stronger, more secure nation.

 Reaffirm our nation’s long-standing tradition of providing a core safety net for citizens and immigrants
residing in the U.S. which will reinforce efforts to achieve national progress in health and nutrition.

 Ensure access to key programs and public services that meet basic human needs, including health
services and insurance, education, nutrition assistance, and working family tax credits.

 Invest in robust efforts to integrate immigrants into their communities.

 Ensure that all individuals have access to and pay their fair share for quality, affordable health care
and receive medical care when they need it.
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