
The Honorable XXXX 
XXXXXXX 
Washington, DC 
 
September XX, 2013  

Dear,  

We, the undersigned faith leaders, urge you to extend the Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) programs for 

Iraqi and Afghan allies of the U.S. missions in Iraq and Afghanistan. Without congressional 

reauthorization both programs will sunset, in September 2013 and September 2014 respectively. The 

looming deadline of September 30 of this year for the Iraqi SIV program will endanger thousands of 

Iraqis who put their lives and their families’ lives at risk to work alongside U.S. Government and Armed 

Forces. To honor our commitment to these brave individuals who served alongside our troops we urge 

Congress to act expeditiously to extend the Iraqi SIV program before its September 30, 2013 sunset. 

Congress created the Iraqi and Afghan Allies SIV programs in 2008 and 2009 respectively in 

recognition of our responsibility to protect Iraqi and Afghan nationals who face persecution as a result of 

their employment by and partnership with the U.S. missions in Iraq and Afghanistan. These courageous 

men and women willingly put their lives and the lives of their families in danger to protect the lives and 

mission of our troops.  Federal agencies have only issued only a fraction of the visas available for this 

program, with Afghans accessing only 15% of the visas available and Iraqi accessing only 22%, leaving 

thousands of visas unused and lost to bureaucratic delay.  The State Department estimates that 5,500 out 

of a possible 25,000 visas available have been issued for Iraqis and 1,041 of a possible 7,500 visas have 

been issued for Afghans. Meanwhile, thousands of Iraqi and Afghan SIV applications remain backlogged.  

Both Iraq and Afghanistan remain extremely dangerous places, in regions of escalating conflict. 

We believe that we can and must do better to protect the thousands of people who put their lives at risk to 

help Americans on the ground in Afghanistan and Iraq. Extending both the Iraq and Afghan Allies would 

allow  implementing agencies to ensure the program fulfills its congressional mandate and  allow the 

United States to fulfill its moral obligation to our allies.  

Our troops are returning home to live in peace and safety with their families and our Afghan and 

Iraqi allies deserve the chance to do the same. Please extend the SIV programs for both Afghans and 

Iraqis so that timely life-saving protection can be offered to those who have helped save many American 

lives. 

In faith,  


